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The personal statement is all about
self-promotion. This is your only opportunity in
the UCAS application to demonstrate who you
are and why you want to study your chosen
course. It's your chance to describe your
ambitions, skills and experience to university
and college admissions staff.

This workbook is designed to help you think about information
you could include in your personal statement, including tips
from admission tutors at UWTSD.

Use the space provided to write
NN down any thoughts and ideas you
have as you go along.
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Do your research

Chose a subject course type and

provider that's right for you.

your chances of getting a
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You can only write one personal statement, so
don't mention a university or college by name.
Check university and college websites

to see what skills and qualities they would like
you to have.

Make a list of what you want to include.
Length - up to 4,000 characters or 47 lines
(including spaces and blank lines).

Don't copy.

No italics, bold, underlining or foreign characters.

Start drafting early.




The hardest part of the personal
statement is getting started.

Consider what you want to include and
what you want your chosen universities
to know about you.




Thisis a good place
to start.,
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Answer the following questions openly ‘ . '
e honesely '

Why are you interested in the subject?

Are there particular elements you enjoy studying?

What do you wish to learn more about ?

Do your current studies relate to the course?

What appeals most to you about the course?

How will this course help you achieve your long-term goals?
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Your Skills

Demonstrate you're a great candidate and you have the skills
and qualities the universities are looking for. Every skill and
quality you claim to have needs to be suported with evidence.

List your skills and qualities below with the examples.
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= Interests

Are your interests and hobbies —— d

related to the course?
Do your interests and hobbies - b bi
demonstrate your skills and H O e

——

abilities? A
Have you participated in "The strongest
activities that show your applicants are those

who can link their
extra-curricular
activities to their
proposed course of
z study"

interest in the course?

= ucas.com

Include det
work experience, volunteer
work...
link these with the skills you
need for your course
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Use formal language. You are trying to make
a good first impression.

Use vocabulary that you are comfortable with.

Use language that makes you sound
enthusiastic and portrays you as an
interesting person.

Check your grammar, spelling and
punctuation.



s

(4

Top ten tips for writing your personal
statement from admission tutors at UWTSD




“ " Avoid sounding arrogant and pretentious.
orfal Avoid trying to be funny.
;f‘fj};’,ff_f.f;'_;f}f.: Avoid vocabulary you are not familiar with.
Avoid clichés e.g. 'l was born to be an actor'.
=~ - Avoid lying and over exaggeration.
i Avoid using quotes that have no relevance.
~ Avoid repetition.

Write your first draft.

Use the notes you've made to help you.
Don't worry if it sounds disjointed, you
have missed bits out or if it's too
long/short. These can be corrected later.
Before making changes, save a copy of
your original statement so you can go
back through things.

Ask your family, friends, teachers and
anyone else you think will be able to
offer an opinion to read your statement.
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For more information on
writing your personal
statement go to..

o www.uwtsd.ac.uk
e UCAS.com




