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LAMPETER SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT 2015

Reflecting on the last year it appears that the Lampeter Society 
has had rather a quiet time. Perhaps my colleagues on the Business 
Committee might feel that I am being unjust!

However, to start with the Business Committee, I can report that we have 
met at the Celtic Manor near Newport at our regular times to try to plan 
the Society's programme. We have continued our normal forms of support 
for the Lampeter Campus of UW Trinity Saint David: grants to the Chapel, 
the Library and the Students' Union , and the award of prizes to current 
students. One such prize has been reallocated: originally intended to 
support IT at Lampeter it has now been agreed with senior staff to be re-
directed towards the student who has been deemed to have made the most 
significant progress. We shall await advice 
from the Dean of Humanities, Dr Jeremy 
Smith as to who should receive the Award.

This leads me to inform readers of the 
Link that Dr Mirjam Plantinga, who has 
been Dean in recent years, has accepted a 
University-wide role promoting "Student 
satisfaction". The Business Committee 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Dr Plantinga for the enthusiasm 
she has shown in promoting the role of 
the Society in Lampeter. Those members 
of the Society who are able to attend the 
Reunion will remember her detailed and 
enthusiastic review of the activities of the 
University, and the plans to boost student 
numbers in the Humanities, and to promote their experience  of student life 
while in Lampeter. We hope Mirjam will still be able to join us at some 
point during the 2016 Reunion. Committee members have high hopes that 
we shall have the same level of support from the new Dean of Humanities, 
Jeremy Smith.

Our Chair, Rachel Whitty, has continued her work as a Trustee of the 
Students' Union, supporting the resolution of financial and management 
issues. I was in communication recently with Abi Jenkins, President of the 
SU, regarding Society support for an Old Boys’ Reunion shortly before 
Christmas 2015. Abi was looking for support from us in the form of a 
Marquee to provide a useful space and shelter from wind and rain. She has 
written to thank the Society for its help and ensured that those attending 
were made aware of the Lampeter Society's contribution to the success of 
the event. I gather that about 100 alumni attended for a weekend of sport 
and socialising: sporting events included a women's rugby 7 match, men's 
rugby, football and hockey.

An innovation for the Lampeter Society in 2015 was the sequence of 
meetings, initiated by Mirjam, between the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
Lampeter Society (together with other members of the Business Committee 
when possible) and senior members of staff from UWTSD.  This has 
provided and excellent forum for the  exchange of ideas and discussions of 
initiatives put forward by the university and the Society.   The new Dean of 
Humanities is continuing such meetings – the first one for 2016 took place 
on January 29th.

Plans to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Rugby in Wales, in which St 
David’s College was a key player, include matches between the College and 
a representative Welsh side and the unveiling of a piece of sculpture to mark 

the event, together with a Dinner which 
will take place in March.  John Loaring, 
the Society Secretary, is very much to be 
thanked for his efforts to ensure that the 
Society played its part fully in preparations 
to mark the anniversary appropriately.  His 
own words on rugby history can be seen 
elsewhere in the Link.

The 2015 Annual Society Reunion took 
place as usual in July.  This is reviewed 
elsewhere in this edition of the Link but 
I would like to add my own thanks to all 
who took part – Society members and 
UWTSD staff – who enabled the event to 
be the success it was.

No report of mine would be complete without a reference to the Lampeter 
Landscape Project.  When I was in Lampeter last July the planting looked 
largely complete although, given the recent nature of the work, generally 
rather sparse.  I hope that when the 2016 Reunion takes place there will 
be a rather more “established” look to the site.  I understand that some 
form of pergola or bandstand is to be placed in the area, designed and built 
by students at one of the University’s satellite FE colleges.  I have raised 
the question of an official opening of the project but have as yet had no 
response.  In that the Society contributed significantly both collectively and 
individually to the scheme I would hope that when this event takes place it 
might be at a time convenient for us all.  

Finally, thanks to Pushka Evans and Mick Manson for their work in 
preparing this edition of the Link.

Peter Bosley, Vice Chair, Lampeter Society (Grad. 1967) ✿

HIGHLIGHTS:

• University Challenge – page 10

•    Hag’s Records closes – page 12

• 150 Years of rugby in Lampeter–  
   page 15
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MINUTES OF LAMPETER SOCIETY 2015 AGM 

 
Saturday July 18th  2015

Cliff Tucker Theatre, Lampeter Campus, University of Wales Trinity 
Saint David

Present: Rachel Whitty (Chair), Peter Bosley (Vice Chair), 
John Morrison-Wells (Minutes Secretary), Eamon Molony, Neil 
Courtney, Frances (Pushka) Evans, Mike (Barley) Evans, Kevin 

Kilbride, Brendan McSharry, Daniel Feng, Bernadette Drudy, Bill Fillery, 
John Baker, John Lewington, Geoffrey Peck, Roger Brown, Paul Symonds, 
Andrew Leach, Heather Moloney, Malcolm Foy, Anthea Foy, Allan Barton, 
Toby Whitty, Noel Hughes, Alan Fairhurst, Martin O’Callaghan, Tricia 
Hughes, Clare Jeffrey, Martine Waltho, Nevil Williams, Paul Hamlet, Carol 
Manson, John Ward, Mike Scott, Mirjam Plantinga (UWTSD), Bea Fallon 
(UWTSD)

Apologies for absence: 
1. Richard Haslam, Richard Fenwick, John Pascoe, Ron Lloyd, Colin 
& Merula Smith, Adrian Gaunt, Alison Hicks, Cerian Leadbeter, John 
Loaring, Robert and Margaret  McCloy

Minutes of previous AGM, 19th July 2014 (published in Link 2015):
2. The minutes were agreed as a true record: proposed by Bill Fillery, 
seconded by Pushka Evans.

Matters arising:
3. The pulpit had been returned to the Chapel.

John Ward pointed out an error in the Minutes – discussion had been about 
celebrating the institution’s (not the Society’s) bi-centenary in 2022.

Chair’s report:
4. Lampeter Society Chair, Rachel Whitty, reaffirmed the purpose of the 
Lampeter Society as follows :
• an alumni association which exists to support the activities of  
 the University Campus at Lampeter.
• a  focus of common interest for Lampeter Campus alumni
• provider of financial support through regular or ad hoc grants  
 and donations, 
• provider of representatives or observers for any Committee or  
 Council established by the institution
• resource to support of student development

5. Business Committee Activity in 2014/15, 
• held meetings in October 2014, January 2015 and April 2015.  
• Work focused on the accuracy of accounts, developing   
 understanding of the membership database, issuing grants in  
 total of £3,500 to enhance the Lampeter campus including the  
 set up of the Tony Brothers Reading Room)
• Plans to support and mark the 150th Rugby Anniversary had
 started with a donation of £2000 towards special    
 commemorative jerseys.  
• There was also a  £329 donation towards netball kit and the  
 annual grants to the Chapel and Library of £500 and £1,000  
 respectively.
• There was a request pending of £5000 for Students’ Union   
 building refurbishment

Priorities for 2014/2015 remained along similar lines as the previous year:
• Support UWTSD to improve the student experience.
• Develop the right level of engagement with the SU and the   
 institution (e.g with the Chair continuing as an external trustee  
 of the SU)
• Marking the 150th anniversary of rugby in Lampeter
• Explore charitable status for the Society
• Explore gift aid option for members
• More creative fund raising !

7. The rugby anniversary had kicked off on 29th June with the visit of 

the Webb Ellis trophy to Lampeter!  Business Committee member John 
Loaring had attended meetings of a special committee, chaired by Randolph 
Thomas, to enhance the celebration of the anniversary and the contribution 
of Rowland Williams to Welsh rugby.  A mini rugby tournament for local 
schools was organised on the Town playing fields.  Dennis Gethin, chairman 
of the WRU attended, along with past internationals Delme Thomas and 
Roy Bergiers, both of whom are honorary fellows.  The event was covered 
in the local press and on TV (S4C).   A memorial to Rowland Williams was 
under construction, taking the form of a giant rugby ball, made out of stone 
from the original Canterbury Building.  The actual site for the memorial 
had yet to be decided.  The memorial would be unveiled on 23rd March 
and a celebratory dinner would be held that day, to which rugby-related 
fellows and alumni would be invited.  A pamphlet outlining the history of 
rugby in Lampeter was being written by local historian Selwyn Walters 
and there was currently a display in the Roderic Bowen library devoted 
to the subject.  The pamphlet was to be launched on Founder’s Day, 
18th November.  On that day there would also be a lecture on Rowland 
Williams, given by Gareth Williams and the UWTSD  rugby team would 
play a match against the Welsh Academicals XV.

8. Lampeter Society Finances ;
• Current monies in the accounts stood at £27,343.90 as of   
 31/05/15
• Although this looks relatively healthy, some clarity around   
 the reporting of the accounts needs to be carried out so we can  
 ensure our funds are used wisely
• For example, a full breakdown of the subscription income of  
 £2,232 will be carried out so it can be validated against the   
 bank statement entries
• A meeting will be set up with Sian Poyer from UWTSD who  
 looks after the Lampeter Society Accounts on our behalf to   
 review and improve how our finances are reported.

9. Rachel invited any members who would be interested in helping with 
fund-raising, increasing Lampeter Society membership and generally 
sustaining the future of Lampeter Society to make themselves known.

Update on the Students’ Union:
10. Bea Fallon, the new president of the SU, brought members up to date 
with recent news and developments.  Long term goals involved upgrading 
the cricket pavilion.  The SU building was in need of refurbishment and 
it was hoped to include a “welcome area”.  SU supported the Traws Link 
Cymru campaign.  There was a desire to ensure the students at Lampeter 
meshed as a community.  It was hoped to appoint some part time SU 
officers to cover all aspects of campus life.

Update on UWTSD:
11.   Dr Mirjam Plantinga, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and the 
Performing  Arts, gave an update on life at Lampeter.  There had been a rise 
of 14.5% in student numbers compared with last year.  External students 
numbered 450. Classics and Theology had a rise in applications and there 
was a growth in new projects and programmes.  Twenty-three students had 
signed up for an integrated Masters degree in Humanities which would 
take four years to complete.  It was hoped to expand East Asian Studies and 
proposals had been put to senior management on language and history, as 
was also the case with Middle Eastern Studies.  Progress was being made 
with the institution of coastal and marine geography.

12.   There had been a number of open days and much work with schools, 
telling people about Lampeter.  The SU had been involved in this.  The 
Tony Brothers Reading Room (established with society help) had been a 
great help for Classics students – Mirjam commented that “Tony would be 
really pleased…”  The emphasis was still on teaching in small groups and 
there were some inter-active rooms.  Close relations were continuing with 
the University of Wales press.  There had been two nominations from the 
Lampeter Campus for Green Gown awards.  The Chaplain had established 
a Burgess Society and there would be a series of lectures on academia and 
faith.
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13.   Developments had been made regarding international students 
(in particular from Vancouver), who would be studying for two years 
in their home country and one at Lampeter to complete a BA.  Talks 
were being held with the Church in Wales looking at the possibility 
of ministerial training linked with Lampeter.  Professor Mike Scott 
had been appointed as Senior povost tp develop the campus, looking 
at sustainability and heritage.  The SU were to prepare an “alternative 
prospectus” for use in tandem with the official prospectus.  Contact 
had been maintained with the Lampeter Society.  The aim was to meet 
each term to interchange news and ideas.
14. Rachel thanked Bea and Dr Mirjam for their contributions to the 
AGM.
Ratification of officers:
15. The Business Committee members were re-elected with acclaim.  
Rachel explained that every effort was being made to find a new 
Treasurer for the Society, following the untimely death of Chris 
Webber.

Any other business:
16. Points were raised as follows:

- Peter Bosley proposed and Pushka Evans seconded a motion 
thanking Mike Walker for the talk on Traws Cymru and associating 
the Society with the plans to re-open the railway between Carmarthen 
and Aberystwyth, via Lampeter.
- Roger Brown proposed “this meeting instructs the Business 
Committee to open negotiations with the Charity Commission to seek 
charity status for the Society.”  The motion was seconded by Bill 
Fillery and received with acclaim.
- Paul Hamlet suggested fund-raising measures for the Society such as 
use of monthly direct debits.  Roger Brown urged consideration of an 
appeal for the Society to be supported by legacies.
- John Ward enquired about the Vice Chancellor’s absence.
- John Lewington spoke of the Lampeter Link magazine and thanked 
everyone involved in its production.  He remarked however that it was 
in places a little difficult to read text on either side of a photograph.
- Bill Fillery reminded members that croquet would be available 
outside St David’s Building in the afternoon.
- Rachel said there would be a table plan in the Cloisters for the 
reunion dinner.  There would also be UWTSD merchandise for sale 
during the evening.  After dinner the SU bar would be open with live 
musical entertainment.
- Pushka mentioned that there would be a raffle at the dinner and that 
further prizes would be very welcome.

Rachel closed the meeting, thanking everyone for their attendance and 
contributions.

John Morrison-Wells ✿

John Ward ( grad. 1981) reports that in 2015 the Lampeter 
Society Prize in Archaeology was awarded to Sophie Millward 
and also that his own John Ward Prize for Ancient History was 

awarded to Edward Spencer, for his dissertation “A Critical Study 
of Caesar’s Administration of Government and the Semblance of 
Legitimacy”. ✿ 

ACADEMIC PRIZES

The recent passings of Maldwyn Lloyd-Jones (1917-2014) 
and Christopher Webber (1939-2015), whose obituaries 
appeared in earlier editions of the Link, deserve tributes from 

the bereft Severnside Branch in particular, where they were both 
generous donors of their skills, expertise and time in pursuance of 
the ideals of ‘Lampeter College’ and the Lampeter Society .

The first gathering took place in Tirley Village Hall in 1980, 
Maldwyn’s home village in Gloucestershire, in order to discuss 
the setting up of a Severnside group of Lampeter alumni to hold an 
annual lunch.

The first such lunch took place at the Ship Hotel, Almondsbury 
and the event continued there for ten years until 1990.  There were 
on occasion 33 members present including representatives from 
the London and Swansea Lampeter Society Branches.  Maldwyn 
continued to support the event when he could as did other alumni.

Other meetings were held at the Giffard Hotel in Worcester, the 
Bell hotel at Tewkesbury and the Twigworth Lodge Hotel near 
Cheltenham.  There were sometimes after-lunch speakers including 
Lord Brian Morris of Castle Morris, former Lampeter principal, 
and Eric Morris, Military Historian and Lecturer at Sandhurst.  On 
another occasion, after lunch,  a few of us visited the Elgar Birthplace 
at Broadheath outside Worcester.

On March 1st 2012, Chris Webber reconvened the Severnside annual 
event, with a service at Poulton Church in the South Gloucestershire 
Deanery.  The Revd. Tony Ross, a Lampeter alumnus and Forces 
Chaplain, officiated and the service was followed by lunch in the 
village pub. 

On March 1st 2013 we again met at Cirencester Parish Church for a 
service and lunched afterwards in the town.  

In 2014 we gathered with the Revd. Jim Harries, alumnus of St 
David’s College, and his family, to celebrate his 50 years as a priest 
in the Forest of Dean.  A service was held in Cirencester Church, 
followed by a buffet lunch.

Sadly, a year later in 2015 Lampeter alumni met a large number 
of Chris Webber’s friends and family to honour his lifelong work 
in services to medicine and to Masonic lodges.  He was of course 
also a dedicated member of the Lampeter Society, helping both with 
Society finances and personally researching the unique history of 
Lampeter College Rugby Club, as well as doing sterling work for the 
Severnside Branch.

My wife Margaret and I met both Maldwyn and Chris as personal 
friends from 1980 onwards, and miss their lively and conversational 
personalities.  

Stirred by their memories, and having myself in past years organised 
Severnside events, I am hoping that on St David’s day 2019 my 
contemporaries, the Lampeter students of the Class of 1959-1962, will 
meet to mark sixty years of life since our arrival as undergraduates at 
what was then St David’s College Lampeter.

Carleton Tarr (Grad. 1962 ) ✿ 

‘SEVERNSIDE’ BRANCH REMEMBERS 
MALDWYN LLOYD-JONES AND CHRIS 

WEBBER
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Lampeter Society Committee member John Loaring reported 
in August 2015 that he had, the night before, been pleasantly 
surprised to see the late Raymond Renowden being interviewed 

on TV (S4C “Adref o Uffern” – “Return from Hell”).

That may sound slightly odd, but no supernatural matters were involved.  
The programme was a recording of an interview which had first been 
aired in 1995, to mark the 50th anniversary of Victory Japan Day.  Last 
August of course saw the 70th  anniversary of VJ Day.

Charles Raymond Renowden was born in the Rhondda in 1923; 
his father was Vicar of Trealaw.  In due course the family moved to 
Cardiganshire where Raymond, after attending Llandyssul Grammar 
School, went on to what was then St David’s College/Coleg Dewi Sant 
at Lampeter, where he took a First in Theology.  

In 1997 he wrote an essay, in which he mentioned first coming to 
Lampeter in 1941, at which time many of the college facilities were 
actually out-of-bounds for undergraduates, being reserved for the 
schoolboys evacuated to Lampeter from Wycliffe College School in 
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.  During his time in Lampeter he joined 
the Home Guard and was issued with “trousers up to my neck, …
battledress top like a loosely hanging jacket and a helmet hanging over 
my ears at all angles.  In addition, I was issued with a ‘rifle’ which 
had no trigger!  It was presumably to be used as a club…”  In 1943 he 
volunteered for RAF air-crew service, but his service was deferred.  He 
was thus able to complete his final year as a Lampeter undergraduate 
as a Pilot-Navigator Officer  cadet in the RAF, a position unique in the 
college.

After leaving Lampeter he transferred to the Army and trained in the 
Grenadier Guards and the Intelligence Service.This is where the VJ 

connection arose.  Serving in the Intelligence Corps, he was posted first 
to India and then – being fluent in Japanese – to Japan, where one of his 
earliest duties on arrival was to escort the Emperor Hirohito to see the 
ruins of Hiroshima, just after the dropping of the atomic bomb on the 
city.  In the midst of what must have been a heart-rending undertaking 
he noticed a small flower surviving amongst the devastation and 
interpreted this as a sign of hope.  Unfortunately, as a result of his visit 
to Hiroshima, he suffered ill effects from radiation which necessitated a 
serious operation in later life.   

After his war service he trained for Holy Orders and in the early 1950s 
became a curate at Hubberston, near Milford Haven.  However, in 
1955 he returned once again to Lampeter, his alma mater, as a Lecturer 
in Philosophy.  He became head of his department in 1957 and was 
appointed Senior Lecturer in Philosophy and Theology in 1969.  (His 
wife, Ruth Cecil Mary Renowden, also contributed to the institution, as 
a part-time Lecturer in Mathematics.)

All things come to an end, and as the Revd. William Price says in 
his history of the institution, Raymond Renowden “left Lampeter in 
1971 after 16 years of outstanding teaching on his appointment to the 
Deanery of St Asaph.”   Lampeter’s loss was St Asaph’s gain.  He 
remained there until his retirement in 1992, deeply involved in various 
committees and councils, writing a number of scholarly books and 
using his long experience and understanding of the training of clergy to 
the best advantage.  He died at the age of 76.

Pushka Evans (Grad. 1974) ✿

THE VERY REVEREND RAYMOND RENOWDEN AND THE 70th ANNIVERSARY VJ DAY 
COMMEMORATIONS

The Revd. Dr Allan Barton was welcomed to Lampeter last 
year as the new full-time University Chaplain for the campus.  
He said that “above all things my role is to offer pastoral and 

spiritual support to all staff and students on campus.  I am not here 
just for the Christians on campus, people are welcome to come and see 
me if they have faith, or if they have none.  If people do come to see 
me they won’t be faced with prejudice or judgement, just an open and 
listening ear.”

After training for the Anglican priesthood at Rippon College, 
Cuddesdon in Oxford, he served a curate in the diocese of Lincoln and 
then as a parish priest in the diocese of Norwich.

His academic background is in History and History of Art.  Following 
an MA in Medieval Studies, he was awarded a PHD in History of Art 
from the University of York in 2004. His academic interests focus on 
late medieval art and architecture and the Gothic Revival.  He is an 
author and also, in his spare time, a keen amateur bookbinder.  Amongst 
his work is a replica 15th century Book of Hours used as a prop in the 
BBC’s production of Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall.

The Revd. Dr. Barton will be preaching at the Commemoration Service 
in St David’s Chapel at this year’s Lampeter Society Reunion. ✿

THE REVEREND DR ALLAN BARTON – 
LAMPETER CAMPUS CHAPLAIN

Old Building looms large, solid and serene.
The quad clock tick tock ticks the night and day.  
The fountain tinkles, sprinkling clear and clean,

And gently David gazes from his high bay.

The small speeding swifts flit and shriek and scream
While crowding jackdaws chack and fly and feed.
The valley hugs its little limpid stream –
Burbling bubbly Dulais of weed and reed.

Soft pleasing sights for eye or memory
For those who may owe much of love or pledge      
Or youthful pranks or treasured tall story
To those old walls and a search for knowledge.

Anon. ✿

LLANBEDR THOUGHTS
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The third weekend in July appears to come around with 
greater speed every year and so it was on that Friday that 
Lampeter graduates, spouses and friends travelled from far 

and wide to spend a few days at their alma mater. The weekend had 
been well planned with a variety of events, formal and less formal 
and plenty of time to meander,  enjoy renewing friendships and re-
discovering  old haunts.

There were a number of visiting speakers who all excelled and we 
were treated to some excellent addresses. At the Annual Meeting 
we heard again from Dr Mirjam Plantinga, Dean of the School of 
Humanities and Performing Arts, who keeps us up to date with 
current plans and future hopes for the university and is always so 
positive and encouraging. Bea Fallon the new Students’ Union 
President spoke from her perspective and told us of the life in the 
student body. ( AGM minutes appear in this edition of the Link.)

On Friday evening in the Old Hall we heard a 'tour de force'  from 
Mike Walker on the campaign to re-open the 
Camarthen – Aberystwyth railway line. There were a number present 
who witnessed the last train leaving Lampeter Station on 22nd 
February 1965! Traws Link Cymru are working to re-establish the 
line with a connection to Bangor and place their argument within 
the whole structure of  transport in Wales. The Welsh Assembly have 
allocated £30,000 towards a Feasibility Study. More power to their 
elbow!

The Commemoration Service was held as usual in the Chapel and 
the preacher was Father Paul Symonds OBE - a Lampeter Graduate 
- who has spent many years as a Roman Catholic priest in Northern 
Ireland and has been much involved in the Ministry of reconciliation 
with all communities in that Province. The Chapel Choir - under the 
direction of Mrs Glynnis Morris - sang for us and this added greatly 

to the service - many thanks to them. We welcomed a new Chaplain, 
The Revd. Dr Allan Barton, who had come from parish ministry in 
North Norfolk to Lampeter. Grateful thanks go to the Revd. Bill 
Fillery who organised the services and to Father Paul who celebrated 
Mass for the Roman Catholic members of the reunion.

We gathered on Saturday evening in the Arts Hall for the Annual 
Dinner and again saw the portable bar - presented by the Society to 
the Catering Department - as we enjoyed our pre-prandial aperitifs! 
The speaker at the dinner was the Revd. William Price, a former 
senior lecturer in the history department who spoke of his time at 
Lampeter and some of his colleagues of that era. Professor Mike Scott 
replied on behalf of the Society.  He had  recently been appointed as 
Senior  Provost for the Lampeter Campus following a distinguished 
academic career. Mike and his wife are both Lampeter graduates. 
Following the raffle, again marvellously organised by Pushka Evans, 
members repaired to the Students’ Union for further entertainment. 
The old, aged and walking wounded found solace in a quieter 'night 
cap'. All  together  it was a memorable evening.

As well as all the main events there was a visit to Strata Florida on 
Saturday afternoon and the usual croquet on the lawn at the front of 
St David's Building (thanks to Bill Fillery for that). Time was also 
there for a general 'wander' and visits to local watering holes.

It was a lovely weekend and grateful thanks must go to the Business 
Committee and especially to Rachel Whitty - our Chair - and Peter 
Bosley - our Vice Chair - for the preparations and arrangements. 
2016 will be a leap year so we all have an extra day to wait before the 
third weekend in July comes again. 'Haste ye back.'

John Morrison-Wells (Grad. 1965) ✿

THE LAMPETER SOCIETY ANNUAL REUNION 2015

The landscape project at the time of the 2015 Reunion

Flower photo by Paul Hamlet
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Link 2015 included a short piece musing on the number of 
Lampeter graduates (myself and other half included) who found 
their life partners during their undergraduate years in the 1970s.  I 

remarked that I could readily call to mind some 14 people (7 couples) who 
had done so, and felt this to be a considerable proportion of the students 
then on campus.

Since the item appeared, several contemporaries, e.g. Mick (grad 1976) 
and Carol (grad 1974 and nee Carpenter) Manson , have been in touch 
to assure me that I have grossly underestimated the numbers involved!  
Counting up the names of which they and others have been reminded so 
far,  it’s in fact more than 30 people i.e. something like 8% to 10% of the 
300 to 350 undergraduates of the period.  Is it something in the air of the 
place?  Or the lovely countryside? Or the soothing effect of myriad sheep 
baaing away on the hillsides…?

I am not going to list everyone by name as I haven’t been able to reach 
them all for permission to do so.  Nonetheless it is fascinating to take a 
slightly closer look here and there…  

Richard (alias Jop) went up to Lampeter in October 1970 and Christine 
(nee Coppin) came to Lampeter a year later. Their first real coming 
together was in a production of Checkov’s Seagull which was directed 
by John Turner and in December 1972 was one of the early productions 
held in The Arts Hall.  Jop graduated in 1973 and Christine in 1974. They 
were married in 1975 and returned to live in New Street Lampeter as MA 
postgraduate students. Christine completed her MA and Jop completed his 
as an external student and graduated in 1978. They now have three sons, 
two grandsons and one granddaughter. They celebrated their ruby wedding 
in August 2015.  Jop’s latest comment to me was ‘Without question my 
greatest achievement at Lampeter was to persuade Christine Coppin to go 
out with me!’

Colin and Jacky Stockman (nee Mellowes) first met during the delights 
of Greek A under the tutelage of dear Tony Brothers, later Godfather  to 
their youngest son. Jacky explains that “the path of true love was not 
uncomplicated during our final year and we graduated and left to go our 
separate ways, he to Dartmouth and a career in the Royal Navy, me to 
a PGCE in Liverpool. Only a few months later however, an invitation 
arrived for the Dartmouth Christmas Ball and the rest, horrible cliché, is 
history. We married in 1974 which seems like the dark ages even to me!” 

Jacky also mentions several other couples from their year who married 
soon after leaving Lampeter, and yet more who returned to Lampeter for 
social events and met their future partners there. She concludes: “Lampeter 
was that sort of place! When I graduated with a less than great degree, one 
of my esteemed teachers remarked to me,’ Well, I suppose people come for 
reasons other than a degree.’ I certainly wasn’t looking for marriage, just a 
great time and I certainly found it!”

Some of the individual stories are by no means simple or straightforward.  
For example, one pair were already in a steady relationship with each other 
when they arrived at Lampeter in 1971.    A few, such as Ron and Sue (nee 
Somerville) Ricketts, who married in 1973, have since emigrated (indeed, 
their whole family are now committed new Zealanders, complete with 
their parents, children and grandchildren).  A number never got around to 
leaving Lampeter at all.  Others have, sadly, suffered bereavement.  And 
the course of true love did not, emphatically, run smoothly for at least two 
couples who, while deeply involved with one another at Lampeter, did not 
make it matrimony  until several decades later.

For example, Nikki Darnell (nee Hanney) explains her case succinctly:

“I got engaged to Chris Darnell, terribly grown-up Army officer, who 
behaved like a gentleman and wrote me romantic love letters as he sat on 
an upright chair while I slept on the bed…

Then Pow! What was this?  My room too untidy, my bed made without 
hospital corners, his mum throwing a wobbly when I ate my breakfast 
grapefruit in the kitchen…
So Whack!  Ring off, flung back, no contact for 39 years.

(Actually I did write to him once, but having just got married, he threw the 
letter in the bin unopened.)

Fast forward to 2012.

Wow!  Chris Darnell sent me a Friend Request.

Then Pow!  We fell instantly in love just like the first time and got married 
as soon as his latest divorce came through.

Whack?  Not yet.  Our combined children are still slightly amazed as 
we’re still totally different: he still driven, me still high plains drifting…  
but the years have worn off the sharpest edges and we’ve learned tolerance 
and the art of compromise.”

(Chris, by the way, served some 30 years with the Army, including in 
Northern Ireland and the 1st Gulf War, was decorated and is a published 
author.)

Then there was the couple who fell in love in the 1970s, married straight 
after finals, had three children (two of whom returned to take three degrees 
between them at Lampeter) but then, after more than 25 years, called it a 
day and divorced.  Both married new partners but happily remain close 
friends – each attended the other’s second wedding, and they keep in 
regular touch.

As a matter of public record, too, it’s great to know that the current Senior 
Provost at Lampeter, Professor Michael Scott (who spoke at last year’s 
Lampeter Society reunion dinner), and his wife Eirlys (nee James) also 
met while both were studying at Lampeter in the early 1970s.

I’m happy to say, as well, that I’ve heard of, and from, various others 
who attended Lampeter in later (or in one case, earlier) decades than 
the 1970s and met their spouses while working for their degrees.  One 
notable example is Lampeter Society Chair Rachel Whitty and her partner 
Toby, who got together on campus in the mid 1980s.  So did Lincoln MP 
Karl McCartney and his wife Cordelia, in the late 80s, early 90s.  (Karl 
evidently kept very busy - he was SU President and captained the Welsh 
universities’ football team during his time at Lampeter!) Squadron Leader 
Gary Walling met wife Kate at Lampeter too (he was there 79-81 and 
she was there 1980-82).   Representing the 1990s, Lorraine Laird wrote 
that she and her husband Peter Dean met as 18-year-old undergraduates in 
1990, graduated in 1993, were married in 1995 and still regularly revisit 
Lampeter.  So I gather that the Lampeter effect, whether caused by the air/
countryside/sheep, or whatever the secret may be, still works!

Pushka Evans (Grad. 1974)  ✿

LOVE AT LAMPETER (CONTINUED…)
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As an inveterate collector of books, I recently came across 
“Highways and Byways of South Wales” by A G Bradley, originally 
published in 1903 – an extract is offered below.  Arthur Granville 

Bradley, born in 1850, was a historian and author of many books. His 
father, George Bradley, was Dean of Westminster. He was educated at 
Marlborough College and Trinity College Cambridge. He spent several 
years farming in Virginia and, upon his return to England, became 
colonial agent in Westminster. From 1897 to 1926 he was a prolific author 
(mainly travel and histories) and died in 1943.  

“Lampeter, one need hardly remark, is a place of note far beyond its size, 
which is quite trifling. It is delightfully situated, on a gentle eminence at 
a point where two smaller valleys, though each important highways, join 
that of the Teify, which is here a short mile in width.

Lampeter is a diminutive market town of the typical South Wales pattern, 
slightly inflated under the influence of the College, which has existed there 
for eighty years, and been the main feeder of the Welsh Church for much of 
that time. A more out-of-the-way spot for a railroad town it would be hard 
to find in all Wales. In the founding of Welsh institutions, however, there 
is always strenuous rivalry between north and south, and Lampeter had 
the mollifying advantage of being equally inconvenient for both. But then 
it is in Cardiganshire, and whether that induced the county’s phenomenal 
fecundity in parsons, or merely stimulated an old tradition, I do not know, 
but from this point of view at any rate it is admirably situated.

The College, beyond any doubt, is a most delectable spot. The older 
buildings are for every practical purpose a reproduction of an Oxford 
College, with quad and gate towers, chapel, dining-hall, buttery, library 
and undergraduates’ rooms all in much the same situations you would 
look for them in a college on the Cam or Isis. The fabric is of a simpler 
and less costly order, but that is a detail; the plan is the same, and eighty 
years have done a great deal to mellow the walls, and hide them in places 
with vines and creepers. The grounds, too, are charming with generous 
stretches of lawn shaded by well- grown trees. There is a fine fragrance 
of academic repose about the place that the quiet little town at its gates 
certainly does nothing much to disturb, whilst its secluded situation in 
a delightful district give a charm to Lampeter that should surely help to 
make their College days a pleasant and inspiring memory to the hundreds 
of Welsh vicars and curates who are educated there.

The College has the full power of granting degrees, and though we are 
not concerned here with such matters, the pass degree, as an intellectual 
achievement is, I believe, about on a par with that of Oxford and 
Cambridge. Residence is necessary, as in the old universities, the division 
of terms practically the same, and three years is the full course. There are 
about one hundred and twenty undergraduates, the highest figure, I think, 
yet recorded, or nearly so. At any rate, Lampeter has never exercised a 
greater influence on the Welsh Church than she now does.

Lampeter then has an unusually important function to fulfil and she has to 
do it cheaply. From fifty to sixty-five pounds a year will cover a student’s 
entire expenses while in residence, and nowadays practically all are poor 
men and all go there to work. There was a period, some time ago, when a 
liberal sprinkling of another sort came here; Englishmen of lively habits 
who, for various reasons unconnected with economy, did not see their 
way to reaching a white tie through the older Universities. There are yet 
veterans employed about the place who can tell strange stories of the pranks 
that were played by these worldlings in the middle of the century. And the 
town of Lampeter, which now contains about two thousand people, and in 
those days had many less and those of a more primitive type, must have 
winced considerably under the nocturnal raids of the Saxon Mohawks.”

Mike (Barleybright) Evans (Grad. 1974) ✿

LAMPETER AND COLLEGE A HUNDRED YEARS 
AGO

According to the Telegraph, rankings looking at which 
universities have banned or actively censored ideas indicate that 
9 in 10 UK universities have been accused of censoring ideas.  

However, the report also, happily, lists University of Wales Trinity Saint 
David amongst the five ‘most free’ universities.  UWTSD received 
similarly high praise in last year’s similar survey – see Link Extra 2015. 
(Conversely, Aberystwyth appears amongst the five ‘most restrictive.) ✿
 

FREE SPEECH RANKINGS
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Once or twice in the past, the Link has mentioned, briefly, 
Lampeter involvement with the televised University Challenge 
competition (e.g. on one occasion printing a facsimile of a 

Radio Times announcement and on others printing photos of one or 
two teams.

University Challenge began in 1962, presented by Bamber Gascoigne.  
Recently John Loaring (grad. 1967 ) started looking for some more 
substantial material  on Lampeter UC action during that first decade of 
the programme.  He enlisted the help of Sarah Roberts, archivist in the 
Roderic Bowen Library. 

She went through what the Library holds and reports as follows (though 
mentioning that, rather frustratingly, there are gaps the Library’s run 
of Gownsman precisely when there may have been more information).
“The first mention of the college raising a University Challenge 
team is in the January 10th edition of Gownsman in 1965. The team, 
announced on the front page, included Bill Callaghan, Harvey Cox, 
Frank Davies and Mike Lyle, with David Clegg in reserve. 

Next, a newspaper cutting from the Cambrian News dated September 
17th 1965 reported that ‘on Granada TV’s University Challenge’ the 
(then) St David’s College team beat the Pembroke College team by 
135 points to 125. The team members were: Bill Callaghan from 
Adelaide, David Clegg from Walsall, Frank Davies from Wallasey and 
Harvey Cox from Bognor Regis (Captain). 

The headline for the Gownsman edition for Friday October 22nd, 
1965 declared “S.D.C. HAT-TRICK”. According to the article, Cox 
was a ‘great leader’ and in the first round the team overcame Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, by 130 points to 125 – an even closer result than 
that reported by the Cambrian News. In the second round Lampeter 
came up against Exeter College, Oxford, a team which had previously 
beaten Lampeter in a rehearsal round, but who lost the televised match 
by 195 points to 160. At the commercial break of the third round, 
Lampeter faced an 85-30 point deficit against Corpus Christi College, 
who had taken a strong lead. However, Lampeter fought back to beat 
the Cambridge team by an impressive 170 points to 95, which saw 
them through to the knockout stages of the competition. With David 
Clegg on the team, the reserve member was named as Dave Jones. This 
edition of Gownsman is Volume 12, no. 1 – the Library does not have 
a copy of Volume 12, no. 2 and the team is not mentioned again in the 
later numbers for that year… 

The next report of a St David’s College team comes in October 1967, 
with the announcement that the college intended to field a team for the 
fifth series of the competition (Gownsman, Volume 14, no. 1, Friday 
27th October 1967). The article refers to the college’s previous entry 
which is described as ‘highly successful’, the team having reached the 
semi-finals, only to be beaten by Birmingham University. 

The headline of the Gownsman issue of Friday February 2nd 1968 
(Volume 14, no. 4) reads ‘GRAND SLAM’ and lists Lampeter’s 

victories in the opening rounds against Balliol College, Oxford (210-
95), Saint Catharine’s, Cambridge (215-140), and Westfield, London 
(290-25), the London side having previously beaten the Lampeter team 
in rehearsals. Pictured on the front page are the team in the studio; 
seated left to right are R. Burgess, A. Kahan, J. Melican (Jim), and T. 
Smith, which gives you their surnames but there is no mention of their 
first names in the accompanying piece. The article reports that on three 
previous occasions the college had won three consecutive games in 
the competition. Again, the subsequent issue of Gownsman is missing 
from the Library’s collections, the next issue being Volume 14, no. 6, 
from May 1968, in which there is no mention of the team’s progress.” 
Moving on, Sarah found that the photographic archive had three 
images taken in the television studio, but felt that they must be from 
the 70s, because “ the hair is long and there’s a certain amount of 
dubious facial hair…”(!)  Sarah also remarked that “All the contestants 
are male except for Overton and Fullard. “

Sarah would be most grateful if any readers who happen to have any 
of the missing copies of the Gownsman would be willing to pass them 
on (or at least copies of them!) to the Library.  She can be contacted at 
s.roberts@uwtsd.ac.uk

She was by the way correct in her surmise regarding the “dubious 
facial hair” brigade (see photo); they do indeed date from the 1970s 
as team member Rich Turk (who was twice a UC team member) 
has confirmed.  Rich recalls that the whole process was taken very 
seriously at Lampeter in his day, with proposed team members 
competing against each other with 100-question papers.  It wasn’t all 
hard graft, however: he recalls staying in a boarding house the night 
before a round and being entertained by his hosts, “two very camp 
gentlemen who seemed to be wearing identical Beatle wigs.”  He 
also recalls his amusement when Bamber Gascoigne got up between 
recordings.  He was apparently wearing jeans and had rather “pipe-
cleaner” legs which looked a bit strange against his jacket and large 
(1970s, remember!) tie.  It was, despite the disappointment, something 
of a relief when the team was knocked out, as continuing would have 
meant competing while finals were getting very close: “I have never 
worked that hard for eight weeks consecutively for the rest of my life 
as I did in that last term” he told me.

Looking a little further on in time, there was a 1994/5 attempt, where 
Lampeter won the first round 170 to 120 against King’s College 
London School of Medicine & Dentistry, but lost 150 to 230 in the 
second round against University of Birmingham.  

In even more  ‘modern times’ there was a Lampeter team in the 
2005/05 season, consisting of captain Ruth Russell-Jones, Ian Barrs, 
Alistair Nottle and Jan Talbot-Jones, where on 26th September 2005 
Lampeter won the first round against Exeter, 160 – 125 but sadly lost 
the second round on 26th March to University of Hertfordshire  by a 
very close call: 145 – 140.   ✿

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE
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1980 team: Norman Jope, Chris Reaney, Amanda 
Hill, and Richard Hart.
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On a recent episode of Rhod Gilbert’s Work Experience 
he was dropped off in Peterwell Terrace and told to get a news 
story. That is something he failed to do in spite of making it 

all the way to the High Street and asking people what was going on in 
Lampeter.

He even made 
it as far as 
Bridge Street 
and Hag’s 
Records and 
went in to 
talk to Bob 
Gillham. How 
then could he 
have missed 
the biggest 
news story to 
hit West Wales 
in a decade, perhaps, as we’re only in 2016, the biggest story of the 
millennium?  

Hag’s Records, part of the Lampeter scene for decades, is closing, and 
may already be closed by the time you read this. Hag has had to bow to 
the inevitable, and cease trading. It is a tribute to him, Bob, the students 
of SDUC and the good people of Lampeter, that the shop managed to 
continue trading long after lesser rivals such as Blockbusters, have had 
to throw in the towel.

Your shop will be missed.

Mick Manson (Grad. 1976) ✿

Society member Roland Hulme has written a thought provoking article 
for Echobase which can be read at: http://echoba.se/victims-of-the-
netflix-generation-goodbye-hags-of-lampeter/

(Hag Harris has been something of a Lampeter legend…  the story goes 
that, after graduation, he wandered into Leno Conti’s café, unhappy at 
the thought of leaving Lampeter.  Leno handed him a bucket, suggesting 
he could clean windows for a living, and not leave…  He went from 
strength to strength,  served as a Town and a County Councillor, did a 
stint as Mayor, and of course  ran his  record shop for many years.  At 
the ceremony, some years ago, to place the ashes of LamSoc stalwart 
Peter Allison into the Dulais, Hag spoke for Lampeter town, as I did on 
behalf of the Society.  Ed.)

RHOD GILBERT MISSES SCOOP

 

 

 

Mayor Hag Harris at the funeral of Peter Allison

Giant images of animals, especially horses, cut into the soil or 
chalk of various hillsides are scattered hither and yon throughout 
the UK, some more ancient than others. Perhaps the most famous 

is the White Horse in Oxfordshire. In addition, there are a few human 
images to be seen too, such as the Long Man of Wilmington and the Cerne 
Abbas Giant. 
Mick Manson drew my attention to the photograph shown here.  It was 
taken by Helen Macfarlane, who graduated from Lampeter 1985 (and who, 
judging by the highly-competent images to be seen under her name on the 
internet, is an accomplished artist).  She took it from an upper floor in what 
was then Burgess Hall, recording Lampeter’s very own giant figure.

Helen tells me that, on the morning of the “Giant”, her sister was visiting 
Lampeter and they had a coffee with undergraduate Mark Wilson, the 
figure’s originator, who, however, “did not let on at all that he had anything 
to do with it to begin with ( I do remember he did confess later…).  It was 
an absolute sensation then and even to this day I feel that tingle of absolute 
disbelief and excitement at the sight of this ingenious installation.” 
Apparently Mark and a group of friends decided in the spring of 1983 that 
Lampeter needed such a figure. They set about careful measurements and 
the calling-in of favours from friends in order to achieve the image shown 
in the photograph. In the words of Paul Sambrook, “the planning and 
execution was done from Burgess I, with a sketch taped onto a bedroom 
window (my window I think). Sawdust [with which to form the outline] 
was found at the local sawmill waste tips…black bin bags… allegedly.” 
He also informs us “All the proportions were worked out on paper taped to 
the glass, the intention being to ensure that the legs and body would be in 
proportion, the slope of the hill was allowed for, and the Lletytwppa Giant 
would not be too squat when viewed from below. Mark was a clever chap.” 
He certainly was and the resulting figure was rather effective, wasn’t it!
Impressive though this piece of installation art was, alas it was not a 
permanent feature of the landscape. How lucky we are, then, that Helen’s 
camera has, happily, provided us with a record of its existence… 

As a small aside, Helen mentions that in 1983 Mark had “chosen my design 
for the rag emblem that year, a sheep in a deckchair drinking a beer….yes 
rather primitive I agree but I do love sheep and it did go down  well at the 
time on the tee shirts and mugs etc (I knew my audience ;)”  She also said 
“I have always painted and the ovine subject of my work has accompanied 
me in my painting - from the Welsh sheep in the deckchair, to a herd of 
diverse breeds in Lower Saxony, Cypriot Mouflon, Herdwick sheep of the 
Lakes and now the Large Horned Sheep of California… I have collected 
quite a flock over the past 30 years!”

Some of her sheep paintings can be seen at https://www.flickr.com/
photos/25869915@N05/albums/72157634506858618

Pushka Evans (Grad. 1974)  ✿

THE LLETYTWPPA GIANT OF LAMPETER
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UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID

Phone: (01570) 424891 E-mail: e.evans@uwtsd.ac.uk

To help us maintain the accuracy of our records please keep this
form until required and, when you change your address, return it to:

Emma Evans
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter Campus

SA48 7ED 
UK.
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Friday 15th July 2016

 
3.00pm – 5.00pm:  Registration in the Cloisters of the St David’s Building.  Thereafter keys can be collected from Reception.
 
4.30pm:  Get-together in 1822, outside the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.
 
5.00pm:  Evensong, Chapel, St David’s Building.

5.20pm: Talk on the latest research being carried out in Lampeter (venue to be announced).
 
6.00pm:  Reception in the Cloisters.
 
7.00pm:  Informal dinner in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall .      

]]]]]]]]]]

Saturday 16th July 2016

 
8.00am:  Bilingual Holy Communion Service, Chapel, St David’s Building.
 
8.00am:  Breakfast in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.

10.00am:  Lampeter Society Annual Commemoration Service in the Chapel.  To mark the event’s special nature please do wear your 
academic hoods and gowns if possible. The sermon will be given by the College Chaplain, the Revd. Dr Allan Barton.
 
11.15am:  Coffee, tea and biscuits outside the Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre.
 
11.30am:  Annual General Meeting, Cliff Tucker Lecture Theatre. The Provost, Mike Scott, will give a general update about the Lampeter 
campus and the Dean, Jeremy Smith, will give an update on the academic side.
 
1.00pm:  Informal lunch in the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall.

Possible afternoon outing to Strata Florida – to be confirmed.
 
2.30pm: Croquet on the lawn outside St David’s Building, as ever under the benign and skilful guidance of Bill Fillery (grad. 1969).
 
4.00pm:  Strawberry tea in the cloisters, St David’s Building.
 
4.30pm:  Roman Catholic Mass with Fr. John Pascoe (grad. 1967), Chapel, St David’s Building. 
 
5.30pm:  Evensong, Chapel.
 
7.00pm:  Pre dinner drinks reception (venue to be announced).  Wine for the reunion dinner will be available for purchase.
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale @ £1 each, with all proceeds going to Lampeter Society funds. 
 
7.30pm: Reunion Dinner.  The venue will be the Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall or the Arts Block.  Please wear black tie if possible.  After the 
dinner the Students’ Union will be open until late.

]]]]]]]]]]

Lampeter Society Reunion
 

Friday 15th July 2016 – Sunday 17th July 2016

Draft programme
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Sunday 17th July 2016

 
8.00am:  Breakfast in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall – for those who can drag themselves out of bed in time...
 
11.00am:  Eucharist, Chapel, St David’s Building.
 
12.30pm:  Sunday lunch in Lloyd Thomas Dining Hall and farewells until next year.

All Lampeter graduates and staff are automatically members of the Lampeter Society.  Please consider 
subscribing to the Society if you do not already do so – see the mandate at page vii.  Subscribing members 

receive a hard copy of the annual Link magazine.
 

"
"

"
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REUNION 2016 BOOKING FORM

"
"

" PRICES HELD FROM 2014 !
Please indicate the number of places you require, and whether you wish to attend the Full Reunion, the Core 
Reunion, or only certain events. Please also indicate any special dietary needs that you may have. In addition, 
please let us know if you have a disability requiring ground floor accommodation.

Meals/accommodation
£

per
head

No. of 
places 

Bed & Breakfast: Friday 15th July 2016 £38.00

Bed & Breakfast: Saturday 16th July 2016 £38.00
Reception (Friday) Free

Dinner (Friday) £12.50

Lunch (Saturday) £9.00

Reunion Dinner and Reception (Saturday) £27.00
Strawberry Tea Free

Lunch (Sunday) £8.95

Full Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun & all events) £133.45

Core Reunion (B & B Fri to Sun & Reunion dinner) £103.00

TOTAL COST

We propose to issue participants with a list of those attending this Reunion.
Please tick here if you do NOT wish your details to be included on the list.

Name: ________________________________   

Year of Graduation (if applicable): _____________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of guests:_______________________________________________________________

I enclose a cheque for £ ________  payable to University of Wales Trinity Saint David

Please return to: Emma Evans, Corporate Communications and PR, University of Wales Trinity Saint 
David, Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 7ED by Friday 17th June at the latest. If booking the Dinner please fill 

in the form overleaf.

*Please enclose a separate note if you need B&B before 15th July or on/after 17th July, and include the appropriate 
amount under "Total cost" above.  TSD aims to provide for additional B&B but this cannot be guaranteed.   

LAMPETER SOCIETY
ANNUAL REUNION

15 – 17 JULY 2016
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Name: 
Number in party:
Please choose one option of each course per person by indicating the number in the 
box.
Starters
Homemade tomato and roasted pepper soup (V)

Cockle, laverbread and smoked bacon in a white wine and cream sauce with 
fried bread

Brie, walnut and beetroot tart, with rocket salad and citrus dressing

Main Courses
Steamed salmon fillet with sauté leeks and hollandaise

Braised Welsh steak in a Bourguignon sauce and creamed potato

Spinach, fennel and walnut pastry crown with a red pesto dressing (V)

Wild mushroom and pea stroganoff and wild rice (V)

Sweets
Homemade lemon and lime Cheesecake 
Crème Brûlée

Strawberry Eton Mess

Fresh Fruit

Freshly brewed Tea or Coffee with After Dinner Mints 

Please note any special dietary requirements: ____________________________

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Telephone number ________________________________________________

E-mail address ___________________________________________________

EVENING MENU
Reunion Dinner 2016
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LAMPETER SOCIETY
 

STANDING ORDER
MANDATE

 

 

 

P.T.O. 

 

 

Please return this form to: 

The Alumni Office, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, College Street, 
Lampeter, SA48 7ED, UK 

To the Manager 
(your bank) 

 

Address of bank 

 

Post Code 

 

Sort Code  
Account Number  

Account Name  
 
Please pay the University of Wales Trinity Saint David the sum of £……………… 
(The minimum recommended payment is £10, but if you wish to be more generous this would be 
gratefully received.)  
  
Date of first payment:……………………….. 
Please allow four weeks from return of form to the start date of your standing order 
 
Date of subsequent payments: 1 March annually. 
Signed  

Date  

For Bank Use: University of Wales Trinity Saint David, c/o Barclays Bank, Harford Square, Lampeter, 
Ceredigion, SA48 7HF (Sort Code 20-18-41; Account number: 30959693 
 
Reference: The Lampeter Society – “person’s name” 
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Gift Aid it! If you are a UK taxpayer, please complete this section to make your subscription 
worth a quarter more at no extra cost to you. Gift Aid means that for every £1 you give the 
Society can get 25p from the Government. 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money I have made to UWTSD 
Lampeter Society in the last 4 years (prior to this year) and all future subscriptions as Gift 
Aid donations. 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each 
tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that 
tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. 

Member's details: 

Member's details: 

Title ......... First name or lnitial(s) ........................................... Graduation Year .................. 

Surname ....................................................................................... 

                 ……………………................................. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

              …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Post Code…………………………………………….. 

Date……………………………………………… 

Signature…………………………………………………………………… 

Please notify UWTSD Lampeter Society if you: 

• Want to cancel this declaration. 
• Change your name or address. 
• No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and or capital gains. 

• If you pay lncome Tax at the higher rate you can reclaim further tax relief through 
your Self Assessment tax return.  
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LONDON MEAL APPLICATION FORM

LAMPETER SOCIETY LONDON BRANCH: ANNUAL DINNER 5th JUNE 2016

Dear Lampeter Society Member,

I would like to invite you to the Annual Dinner of the London Branch of the Lampeter Society. This event is open to all alumni, 
their friends, partners or anyone who feels an affinity with Lampeter. The dinner will be held at the National Liberal Club, 
Whitehall Place, London, SW1A 2HE on Friday 27 May 2016. Please aim to arrive by 7pm to commence dinner at 7.30pm. 

We are yet to confirm arrangements for a speaker at this early stage but  I am confident, as in years past, an excellent candidate 
will step forward to entertain and enlighten us.

The menu is also yet to be confirmed but a previous menu is below as an indicator of what to expect.

Cream of Soup of the Day
--oOo--

Roast Demi-Poussin with Herb Chipolatas and a Tarragon Jus with Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes
--oOo--

Profiteroles with Chocolate Sauce
--oOo--

Coffee and Mints             

A vegetarian option is also available. Please indicate this preference on the booking form below.

The cost will be £33. Wine and other drinks can be purchased with cash on the night. If you would like to attend please complete 
the section below and return it along with your name, address and a cheque (made payable to Richard Haslam) to the address 
below. Unfortunately places for the dinner are limited and in order to confirm with the Club in sufficient time I would be grateful 
if all cheques could be sent to me by Friday 13 May 2016. If you do not have access to a chequebook please contact me and we 
can arrange payment by bank transfer.

The Regulations of the National Liberal Club require that gentlemen wear a lounge suite or similarly tailored jacket, collared shirt 
and tie. (Jeans or trainers are not permitted). Ladies should be dressed in a similarly smart manner. 

Please send all cheques and correspondence to: Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD or correspondence 
by email to rhaslam@hotmail.com

Should you be unable to attend the dinner on this occasion but would like to be kept informed of future events please contact 
me in order that we are able to keep a record of those interested in the Lampeter Society’s activities. If you know of anyone who 
may be interested in our activities please pass on this information and encourage them to contact me. Further information is also 
available on the alumni pages on the University’s website, various Facebook groups and a number of message boards and blogs. 
Do look us up!

Yours sincerely

 
Richard Haslam, Convener, London Branch (Graduate 1994) ✿

Booking Form – please complete and return to Richard Haslam, 29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD 

Name & address or email for confirmation:____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please reserve me ______ places at £33 each. I enclose a total payment of £________ made payable to Richard Haslam.

Name of guest/s if applicable ______________________________________________________________________

Please indicate here ___________ if your preference is for the vegetarian option or indicate in the section below if you have any 

"
"

"

"" "

other specific dietary preference or any other requirements.
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OBITUARIES

The Right Revd. Dewi Bridges, former Bishop of 
Swansea and Brecon (from 1988-1999) died in May 
2015, leaving his wife Rhiannon, two children and five 

grandchildren.

He graduated both from Lampeter (1954) and from Corpus 
Christi, Cambridge.  He was ordained in 1958 and retired in 
1999.  The Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, said “Bishop 
Dewi served the Church in Wales faithfully as priest, archdeacon 
and bishop…  He could always be relied upon for his calmness, 
good humour  and common sense whatever the issue confronting 
the Church.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him and 
his family are in our prayers.” ✿

THE RIGHT REVEREND DEWI BRIDGES

David Walford died peacefully at home in France, in 
November 2015, survived by his partner Marie.

He arrived at Lampeter as a philosophy lecturer in the 1960s and 
over the years became pretty much part of the fabric of the place, 
known to generations of students.…  He even returned, after 
retirement, to deliver his Heidegger lectures.  (Heidegger being 
a particular interest – he completed a translation of “Being and 
Time” shortly before his death.)

Several friends and students 
have commented on David’s 
Lampeter life and just two 
examples are quoted here:

Professor Robert Jackson 
PhD, DLitt, FAcSS recalled: 
“I remember David coming 
to the college… – he taught 
some of the first year logic 
course as I recall (1963-64) 
and was very encouraging to 
us novice philosophers.”

Les Griffiths (Methodist 
Minister and Baron Griffiths 
of Bury Port) remembered: 
“I shall never forget David’s 
long, sleek, silver (but 
deadly) Jaguar.  We had many 

a discussion about theology. He was probably a sceptic rather 
than a cynic, a theist of sorts rather than an atheist.  When he 
left his rooms in Canterbury Building… we found a rosary.  
Somehow this became mine and I kept it in a coat pocket so that 
I could finger its beads and say some prayers when I was out and 
about.  An unusual legacy.”

Alan Foster (grad. 1966), who drew the Topos cartoons for the 
Gownsman in the 1960s also produced a sketch of David Walford 
at that time, now reproduced here. ✿ 

DAVID WALFORD

I am very sad to report the death last August of John 
Precious who graduated from Lampeter as a mature student 
in 1992.  However, in line with a request for privacy received 

from his family, no obituary will be issued in the Link.

Pushka Evans (Grad. 1974) ✿

JOHN PRECIOUS

My brother, Theodore Eilir Thomas, died last year after a 
lifetime of service in the Church.

Born in Neath in 1936, he attended St David’s College Lampeter 
from 1955-58 and after graduating trained at Sarum Theological 
college, Salisbury.  He served as Curate at Christ Church, 
Fenton, Staffordshire (1960-63) and at St Michael’s Stourport, 
Worcestershire (1963-67).  He was Vicar at Holy Trinity & 
St Matthew, Worcester 1967-74 and at St Francis, Dudley, 
Worcestershire 1974-83. (St Francis has a memorial window 
commemorating Duncan Edwards, Manchester United and 
England footballer, who died as a result of the 1958 Munich 
air disaster.) Theo was Rector at Plympton St Maurice, Devon 
from 1983-2003 and Priest in charge at St John in Cornwall 
with Millbrook 2003-2012.  (It is in St John’s graveyard, remote 
and peaceful, that he is buried.)  From 2012-2014 he served as 
Licensed priest at the Church of the ascension, Cadenabbia, Lake 
Como, Italy, where his daughter and her husband work.  From 
2013-2014 he served as licensed priest at St James, Avonwick, 
Devon.

Theo was a parish priest, loving husband, father and grandfather, 
all-round cricketer, trout fly fisherman, Welsh rugby football 
supporter, jazz lover, clarinettist, chorister, confessor, Greek and 
Latin scholar, prolific writer and correspondent, 007 afficionado, 
bibliophile, devotee of Balvenie 12 year old doublewood malt, illy 
cappuccino cognoscente, occasional chip-pan arsonist and a friend 
to all (unless you were supporting England in the Six Nations).

A very sad loss for us all, especially Jenny, Theo’s wife, Catherine 
his daughter, his son-in-law Martin and grandchildren Max and 
Leti.

Griffith S W Thomas
(I note that Griffith also attended SDC Lampeter, his time there 
-1953/56 - overlapping with that of his brother.  He tells me that 
he studied English with Professor Stan Borman and graduated 2.1 
in 1956.  Ed.). ✿

FR. THEO THOMAS (1936-2014)
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Many readers will recall Don Jones with much 
affection.  Starting at Lampeter in 1961 he was a popular 
and charismatic lecturer in History for many years.  

Sadly I have to report that he died in February this year, some 
months after a heart operation.   I have already received a number 
of unsolicited messages from Lampeter graduates recalling Don 
and his exploits both within and outside the History Department 
and would welcome any further expressions of the regard in which 
he was held, with a view to issuing in a later edition an obituary 
that will try to do some justice to the man that so many of us knew 
and loved.

Mike (Barley) Evans has undertaken to collate any material 
received for this purpose.  Please send any contributions by post to 
Mr M A Evans at 2a Bury Close, Bury, Ramsey PE26 2PF or email 
to barley.evans@gmail.com

Pushka Evans Link Editor (Grad. 1974)  ✿

GEORGE DONALD JONES (1933 - 2016)

Llywela Harris, daughter of Professor W H Harris, has 
informed us of the death of her sister, Elizabeth Rokkan, 
this January.  Both sisters, she told us, much appreciated 

being Hon. Members of the Lampeter Society, and receiving the 
Lampeter Society Link magazine each year. 

The sisters were born at what was then St David’s College, and a 
preserve of all-male students. Their father, Canon William Henry 
Harris, himself a graduate both of Lampeter and of Jesus College, 
Oxford, began teaching at Lampeter in 1917, initially as a member 
of the Theology Department, but going on to become Professor of 
Welsh and Precentor of the College Chapel until his death in 1956.  
Affectionately known as “Pa Bill” by generations of students, he 
was revered as “Arthan” in Bardic circles. 

Elizabeth read French and English at Aberystwyth, subsequently 
working with the Royal Institute of International Affairs at 
Chatham House until her marriage to the Norwegian academic, 
Stein Rokkan.  A professor of English at the University of Bergen, 
Elizabeth also enjoyed a second career as a translator, receiving 
critical acclaim for her translations of the works of Tarjei Vesaas 
and Cora Sandel.  In 1985, at the invitation of Dr Laurie Thompson, 
Head of the Swedish Dept (now, alas, long gone), Elizabeth spent 
the Michaelmas Term at Lampeter as Translator in Residence.  
In 1995 she was awarded the Norwegian Order of St Olav in 
recognition of her success in introducing contemporary Norwegian 
literature to English readers.

Allan Barton, Lampeter campus chaplain,  marked the 60th 
anniversary of Professor Harris’ death  (23 January 1956) in a 
service at St David’s Chapel at Lampeter.  Fittingly, that service 
also commemorated Elizabeth, who had died on 17 January 2016.

 
Pushka Evans Link Editor (Grad. 1974)  ✿

ELIZABETH GWENLLIAN ROKKAN 
(1925 – 2016)

Lampeter has always played host, it seems, not only to 
many distinguished souls, but also to the unusual, the 
characterful, and sometimes the downright boggling!

While researching something entirely different, I happened upon 
a name I had previously come across, very briefly, in William 
Price’s meticulous two-volume history of what was then St 
David’s University College.  That name was W. A. B. Coolidge 
(1850-1926).  I thought I should share my discovery with those 
Link readers who may not have heard before of William Augustus 
Brevoort Coolidge.  

He was an American historian, theologian and mountaineer.  In 
1870, at the youthful age of 20, he was made a member of the Alpine 
Club.  Apparently he made a number of ‘first ascents’ of significant 
(and previously unclimbed) alpine peaks, such as Ailefroide, Les 
Bans, Piz Badile and Monte Matto.  Quite an achievement.  The 
slightly boggling part is that on several of these climbs he was 
accompanied not only by his aunt, Meta Brevoort, but also his pet 
dog Tschingel!  In 1875 he became a Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford: also quite an impressive achievement for a 25-year-old.  
He wrote a number of books and, for Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
articles on Switzerland.

The Lampeter connection is that, from 1880 – 1881, he served at 
St David’s College as Professor of History.  He went on, in 1883, 
to become an Anglican priest.  In 1885 he moved permanently to 
Switzerland where he spent the rest of his life.  

His biography was written by Ronald W Clark in the engagingly-
titled tome: An Eccentric in the Alps, the story of the Revd. W 
A B Coolidge, the Great Victorian Mountaineer ( Museum Press, 
London 1959).

Pushka Evans Link Editor (Grad. 1974)  ✿

AN UNUSUAL PROFESSOR
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In 1850 the Revd. Rowland Williams was appointed vice-principal 
and Professor of Hebrew at  SDC. It was he who introduced the students 
to the game of rugby football as a means of improving their physical 

well-being and as a distraction from the delights of Lampeter’s High Street. 
He had himself become acquainted with the game while studying at King’s 
College, Cambridge after one of his contemporaries, an Old Rugbeian by 
the name of Arthur Pell, had introduced his fellow students to the game of 
football played under the Rugby School rules. 

Exactly when 
rugby was 
first played at 
Lampeter is hard 
to say; but the 
earliest reference 
to Rugby Football 
being played here 
was found in an 
article by an old 
boy writing in the 
1890s, who spoke 
of his playing 
rugby while in 
residence at SDC 
in 1865. So it was 
that the Centenary 
of rugby in 
Lampeter was 
c e l e b r a t e d 
during the 
1965-66 season 
with a game 
against a Welsh 
International XV 
that included 

the likes of the great British Lions coach, Carwyn James, a young student 
from Trinity College, Carmarthen by the name of Barry John, and the superb 
Llanelli, Wales and British Lions second-row forward, Delme Thomas. The 
College lost by just 30 points to 27.

This was not the first time that the College had played against a representative 
side, because a game had been played against a Welsh Rugby Union XV in 
1909 to celebrate the opening of the new pavilion on the College playing 
field. On that occasion the College magazine reported that “the visiting team 
were brilliant... the home team played a plucky game” but unfortunately no 
one seems to have kept a record of the score.

In the early days, the College XV could more than hold its own against other 
teams in Wales. During the 1879-80 season we lost only one game and that 
against Swansea in the South Wales Challenge Cup final, having beaten 
Cardiff and Llanelli in earlier rounds. In 1880  Lampeter became a founder 
member of the Welsh Rugby Union. 

Since those heady days the playing standards of the College rugby team may 
have declined but the spirit and enthusiasm remains as strong as ever. It is to 
be hoped that the 150th Anniversary celebrations will give impetus towards 
an improvement in our playing fortunes in the seasons ahead.

The celebrations have already kicked off – quite literally – with the visit 
of the Rugby World Cup (the Webb Ellis trophy) to the College. The 
College XV will be sporting new jerseys this season, incorporating the 
150th Anniversary logo, (available for purchase from the College).  The 
celebrations continue throughout the season culminating with a match against 
the Welsh Academicals XV on the 23rd March. On that day also, a memorial 
to Rowland Williams will be unveiled, honorary fellowships will be granted 
to Barry John and the WRU referee Nigel Owen, and a celebratory dinner 
will be held in the College.

John Loaring (Grad.  1967) ✿

150 YEARS OF RUGBY IN LAMPETER

The Webb Ellis Cup being guarded by college 
stalwart Emyr Morris

2015 Reunion match
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SOME DATES FOR DIARIES 2016

Friday 27th May                                                                     Lampeter Society London Branch Annual 
        Dinner (information/bookings: page xi) 

Friday 8th July                                                               Lampeter campus Degree Day

Friday 15th – Sunday 17th July                                              Lampeter Society Annual Reunion  
  (information/bookings: pages iii-v)

Saturday 25th July    Lampeter Food Festival

Lampeter campus open days
Saturday 25th June

August (Clearing)  
  
Saturday 10th September                                                       
      
                                            

        

For further information  about these and other Lampeter campus events see:

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/events/

Readers are cordially invited to submit copy for future editions of the Link/Link Extra either to Frances “Pushka” Evans (2a Bury Close, 
Bury, Ramsey, PE26 2PF, e-mail pushka.evans@gmail.com) or, for academic papers/contributions, to John Ward (138 Mynydd Gamllwyd 
Road, Morriston, Swansea SA6 7QG, e-mail john.ward583@ntlworld.com).  Please would contributors supply name, address and/or 
e-mail plus date of graduation (if appropriate).

Pushka Evans and Mick Manson have been putting the Link together now for some 16 years.  Possibly readers may feel that a fresh team 
might be a good idea?  If there is anyone out there who would like to have a go and who has the time, enthusiasm and commitment to 
spare, do get in touch.

REQUEST FOR COPY FOR FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE LINK AND LINK EXTRA
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MANAGEMENT OF THE LAMPETER SOCIETY

President: Professor Medwin Hughes, Vice Chancellor, University of Wales, Trinity Saint David

Society Officers

Chair and Liaison with Student Union:
Rachel Whitty (Grad. 1986)
10 Victoria Road, 
Frome, 
Somerset 
BA11 1RR
Tel: 07711 463456
Email: rachel.smith@blueyonder.co.uk

Vice Chair, Archivist, Grants:
Peter Bosley (Grad. 1967 and 1977)
1 Clevedon Close, 
Exeter, 
EX4 6HQ
Tel: 01392 254408
bosleypeter@yahoo.co.uk

Assistant Treasurer:
Alan Jenkins
1 Harrow View
Bents Lane
Drybrook
Glos.
GL17 9AS
(To be confirmed at AGM)

Secretary:
John Loaring (Grad 1967)
45 Westbourne Road, 
Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, 
CF14 2BQ
Phone: 02920 691203
Mobile: 0777608406
Email: johnloaring@gmail.com

Lampeter Local Liaison:
The Revd. Bill Fillery (Grad. 1969)
Afondel, 
Falcondale Drive, 
Lampeter, 
Ceredigion 
SA48 7SB
Tel : 01570 421 425
Email: fillerybill@gmail.com

Publicity/Publications, Membership & Website:
Position vacant.
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Link Editor
Frances ‘Pushka’ Evans OBE (Grad. 1974)
2a Bury Close, 
Bury, 
Ramsey 
PE26 2PF
Tel: -1487 815134
Email: pushka.evans@gmail.com

Academic Prize Reports/Link Contributions:
John Ward (Grad. 1981)
138 Mynydd Gamllwyd Road, 
Morriston, 
Swansea, 
SA6 7QG
Email: john.ward583@ntlworld.com

Branch organisers

London Branch Convenor
Richard Haslam (Grad. 1994):
29 Gilbert Street, Enfield, EN3 6PD  Email: rhaslam@hotmail.com

Severnside Branch Convenor
Position vacant

Cardiff Branch Convenor
John Loaring (Grad 1967) (see contact details above)

Swansea Branch Convenor
Steffan ap Dafydd (Grad. 1976 and 1991)
10 Hafod Street, Port Talbot, SA13 1AE
steffanap@msn.com   01639 881676 (answerphone)

Business Committee

This is formed of all officers of the Society, plus branch convenors, Link editor and other people co-opted as 
necessary.

If you would like to take an active role in helping to run the Lampeter Society or indeed stand for a post or 
start a local branch, we’d love to hear from you!  If so, please contact one of the Business Committee: there’s 
no need to wait until the Annual General Meeting in July.

Equally, if you would like to help more financially, why not increase your annual subscription above the £10 
minimum (a banking mandate form is provided in this edition of the Link).

You might also, perhaps, consider a bequest?  If so, please contact ?????????? (Secretary and Assistant 
Treasurer – see contact details above)??????.

CAVEAT

Views expressed in Link articles are not necessarily those of the Lampeter Society.



Page 19 Issue 69

THE LINK
The newsletter of  the 

Lampeter Society/Cymdeithas Llambed 2015EXTRA

Entrance to the refurbished Arts Block
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1963/4 First XI: winners of the Cardiganshire League Trophy
Back row: Grinter, Nurton, King, Milson, Jenkins, Groves, Wolfe, Dearing

Front row: Perks, Thomsett, Thacker, Davies, Hickman

Members of the 1963/4 champion football team attending the 2014 
exhibition

A short obituary for Peter Groves (grad. 1964) appeared in 
Link 2015.  In Link Extra we are now happy to include some 
photos which, provided by Peter, together with his written 

recollections of football at Lampeter from 1961-1964, provided the 
basis for a commemorative exhibition in the Roderic Bowen Library 
last year.  See also the photo of members of the victorious 1963/4 
team (who won the Cardiganshire league Trophy) attending the 2014 
exhibition.  Many thanks to Sarah Roberts of the Library for access to 
this material.

1963/4 FIRST XI:

Kathy Miles reported some time ago that: “For anyone 
who knew him, sadly, Canon Fred Lapham passed away in 
December.  Fred was a lovely, gentle, sweet man who taught 

distance students and would come to the uni for residentials.  He will 
be much missed.”
 
In addition to teaching at Lampeter, Canon Dr Lapham received 
his Phd from what was then the University of Wales, Lampeter.  He 
wrote a number of scholarly books including “Introduction to the 
New Testament Apocrypha”.

CANON DR FRED LAPHAM

PROFESSOR A. P. CAVENDISH

Although not a news item now, Professor Anthony Pike 
Cavendish passed away passed away in Bath on 19th January 
2004. Born Anthony Henry Basson on 12th September 1916 

in Northwood Hills, Middx. he changed his name by deed poll in 
1962. He studied under A. J. Ayer at UCL, graduating in 1953. He 
took up his appointment in Lampeter in 1969.

I have looked at past copies of the Link between 2004 and 2010 
and have found no mention of his passing, so I felt that something, 
however belated, should be mentioned here.

Mick Manson 1976
Adam Whitehurst

Adam died tragically in the early days of this year. If 
anyone could write an abituary for inclusion in next 
year’s Link I would be grateful. It can be sent to the 

Editor, Pushka Evans, or to me.

Mick Manson 1976
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Chris Staples writes of History Professor Danny 
Dawson, [in his “Reminiscences” article, Link Extra 
2014 - Ed.] and queries whether he had been wounded on 

the Somme. His obituary states that he served throughout the First 
World War in the infantry and was badly wounded at Beaumont 
Hamel on the Somme. He was severely disabled, possibly as a 
result of that war wound, so that one of the seniors in the history 
honours class (in my time this was Eric Morris, who became a 
military historian) would collect him from his home in Bryn Road 
and take him back. He died aged 65.   I have an idea Danny’s 
widow gave Eric his slides of the trenches, for Danny had against 
all regulations taken a camera with him, and these Eric showed to 
the newly formed Historical Society shortly after his death. 

Roger L. Brown, D.Litt, MA, FSA

PROFESSOR DANNY DAWSON

The article on “Teddy Topos” [In Link 2015 - Ed. refers 
to a real member of the college domestic staff. “Topos” was 
the term used for the toilets in my time at Lampeter (1960-

63), the word being the Greek for place. 
 
Teddy Topos was the odd-job man for the college. He pulled a 
handcart around, saw to the coal fires in the SCR and JCR, and 
cleaned the toilets (but was stopped from peeling the potatoes as 
it was claimed he never washed his hands between jobs). A small 
man, his words were monosyllabic, and he and Minnie his sister 
were local personalities. They would deliver Christmas cards to 
most people in the town, and later go back and request the cost 
of card and stamp, while at other times the two formed a two-man 
town band. His hand cart was used at the beginning and end of 
each term by the students to transport the trunks to and from our 
lodgings via the entrance to the Old Building where they would 
be delivered by or collected by British Rail – these being the days 
when there was still a railway station at Lampeter. 

Roger L. Brown, D.Litt, MA, FSA

The photograph shows Teddy and 
Minnie and is from the book Llambed 
Ddoe: Lampeter Yesterday, published 

in 1994 by Gomer Press (page 72).

TEDDY TOPOS

BOOK LAUNCH

Lampeter men Bill Gibson (Oxford Brookes University) 
and John Morgan-Guy (UWTSD) on 18th February 2015 
launched their new book “ Religion and Society in the Diocese 

of St Davids 1485-2011”.  The launch was well-attended – including 
the presence of 
William Price, 
who is one 
of the book’s 
contributors, and 
who will also be 
speaking at this 
year’s Lampeter 
Society Annual 
Reunion dinner.
 
A n o t h e r 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
L a m p e t e r 
graduate, also 
present, was Lord 
Griffiths of Burry 
Port.  He said 
that the book was 
“…history at its 
best – it’s local 
yet set against the 
broad backdrop 
of national and 

international developments.  It offers an impressive accumulation of 
detail without losing sight of the bigger picture.  And its imposing 
range of contributors, under the watchful eye of its editors, avoid 
the usual jumpiness of such volumes and manage to produce a silky 
smooth text that is at once instructive and compelling.”
 
The book is hardback, with 252 pages, ISBN 978-1-4094-4772-6 
and costs a rather eye-watering £70!  (But see note below for a 50% 
discount.)
 
Bill Gibson remarked to me that  “…alas it won’t make the best-
seller lists… even with a 50% discount which I think can be extended 
to Lampeter society members!”  (For 50% discount use code 
50BNJ14N when ordering.)

Spiked (see http://www.spiked-online.com/free-speech-
university-rankings#VTQCn8t0wu5) surveyed British 
universities with regard to free speech, ranking them 

accordingly with a red, amber and green traffic-light system.  
UWTSD was ranked green, with the comment:  University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David and its students’ unions collectively create an 
open environment for free speech.  Neither the university nor the 
students’ unions place restrictions on speech or expression.”

FREE SPEECH UNIVERSITY RANKINGS
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Last year a copy of the 2013 Lampeter Society 
Commemoration Service sermon, preached by Acting 
Chaplain Dr John Morgan-Guy, was (at the suggestion of 

members) was sent to HRH Prince Charles, Patron of UWTSD, by 
Lampeter Society Committee Member Bill Fillery.  
 
Dr Morgan-Guy spoke of the sermon preached by Alfred Ollivant 
on 23rd August 1827, at the consecration of the College Chapel.  
The College, (although founded of course in 1822), had first 
opened its doors to students on 1st March 1827.  Some extracts 
from Dr Morgan-Guy’s discourse are included here:
 
“…from the outset the College imposed no religious test on 
prospective students  - …a brave innovation in 1827 – and not 
everyone proceeded to Holy Orders.  The College was intended, 
as Ollivant put it, to be a mother and nurse of holy men. It was to 
provide… a liberal and substantial education, give an impulse to...
an enquiring mind, and [open] a path to those intellectual pleasures 
for which many, but for its assistance, might have thirsted in vain.  
That vision… remained central to what current jargon would term 
our ‘mission statement’ down through the years…
 
“Lampeter had a free hand; Ollivant reminded his audience that 
centuries had elapsed since such a college had been founded.  The 
college could build upon the accumulated experience of Oxford 
and Cambridge, but would follow its own plan, its own vision.  
From the outset… St David’s College was to be a place of liberal 
and humane learning….
 
“[Ollivant] made one final point, which in our long history has 
often been forgotten.  We tend, and in many respects rightly so, 

to look to Bishop Burgess as our Founder.  His, after all, was the 
vision, tenaciously and energetically pursued over many years, 
until it came to fruition when he laid the foundation stone in 1822.  
But neither he nor the college saw him in that light.  The college, 
Ollivant pointed out, had a Royal Founder, the reigning King, 
George IV, who provided the largest single donation to the building 
out of his Privy purse, a fund matched only by the local landowner, 
John Scandrett Harford.  The King granted the college its charter, 
and it is his Arms which adorn the tower of this building.  For 
Ollivant and all those gathered here on 23rd August 1827, this was 
‘The King’s College of St David near Lampeter’.”
 
Rather impishly, Dr Morgan-Guy added:
 
“Perhaps if we change our name – again – we should consider 
that as a possibility.” (Possibly a reasonable suggestion, given 
the name-changes over years, from St David’s College/Coleg 
Dewi Sant to St David’s University College/Coleg Prifysgol Dewi 
Sant to University of Wales Lampeter/Prifysgol Cymru Llanbedr 
to University of Wales Trinity Saint David/Prifysgol Cymru Y 
Drindod Dewi Sant.)
 
He also commented that “Lampeter was not – and never can be 
– just another secular university….  God, the things of God, and 
the worship of God in Trinity, are what gives this university its 
raison d’etre.”  He reiterated Ollivant’s remarks that Lampeter’s 
degrees must be of the highest standard and pointed out that this 
“remains as true today as it was then; university teaching is not a 
job, it is a solemn undertaking, a dedicated life, and that is true also 
for administrators and managers tasked with facilitating academic 
work.”

Lampeter Society member Richard Tunstall drew our 
attention to a ranking site for world universities - http://
cwur.org/2014/.  Interestingly, UWTSD appears in the 

listing as 64th in the UK and 892 out of the top 1000 institutions 
in the world…!

UWTSD WORLD RANKING

Having only recently read Link 2013, with its attached 
Link Extra 2012 material about Frankie Newte (who was 
for many years a Classics lecturer at Lampeter, and was 

also a Bletchley Park code-breaker during WWII), John Coombs 
now writes from Sydney, Australia:
 
I visited Frank Newte in the hospital at Aberystwyth the afternoon 
before he died.  I think I was the last person from Lampeter to 
visit him.
 
He started talking about how slack the new Principal was.  At some 
point in his discourse I realised that it wasn’t the recently-arrived 
Brinley Rees that he was talking about, but John Roland Lloyd-
Thomas, who had retired at the end of the previous academic year 
and whom I had always thought was anything but slack!  I found 
this very amusing.
 
John Coombs (grad. 1977)
 
[Hard to imagine that anyone would consider the Revd. J. R. 
Lloyd-Thomas to be slack…ED.]

FRANK NEWTE – A FINAL TALE

COMMEMORATION SERVICE SERMON 
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